Prepared by Deborah Cartwright April 2019. The photos used throughout this publication are historic and do not
reflect the current status of the buildings. We hope you’ll join us in person or visit online @vistelgintx to see the
renovated historic district and the businesses in place today. Downtown Business Guide available here:
https://www.elgintx.com/203/Downtown-Business-Guide
100 South Main Street: Just across the railroad tracks east of the Union Depot and south of the H&TC railroad tracks, the Old Red Brick Hotel was built in 1897. It served as a hotel—the Union Hotel, Wilke’s Midland Hotel, Brick Hotel, and Elgin Hotel—for decades and ultimately was converted into a
nursing home. It was demolished in 1963. The site is now a place for food trailers and other community uses.

111 S. Main Street: Where El Maguey Restaurant sits today was
the location of Arbuckle Oil. It opened there in 1932 and served as
a garage and repair shop for vehicles for over 60 years. The business also operated two trucks to East Texas daily to bring gasoline
to the community.

205 S. Main Street: About 60 years ago, the building that houses Estes Furniture Refinishing, a nail shop, and other retail space was used for the operations
of Texas Public Utilities Corp. and an ice house. Now a thing of the past, the ice
house sold blocks of ice for use in “ice boxes,” now called refrigerators, and
other needs for a community that had no air-conditioned homes or businesses.
Later, the building housed A.E. Johnson & Sons Manufacturing Plant, which was
well-known in the nation for its metal work and innovations equipment and
parts for manufacturing.

200 S. Main Street: The beer barn on South Main Street was originally the location of
a mule barn. In 1948, it transformed into the site of Davis & Schanhals—a car dealership with a lovely showroom for new Pontiacs, gas pumps, and a car wash area. The
dealership also sold GMC trucks and continued to serve the community until the mid1970’s.

110 S. Main Street: Only one large brick building remains to show
where the Rivers Bros. Mercantile was located in 1906. Where the open
space or parking lot on the corner is today was the grocery and vehicle/
implement department of the business; it burned down in 1942. The
other building that is still standing was the dry goods department and
has been used for various retail purposes over the years. During World
War II, the top floor was used for USO events.

101 Central Ave.: On the corner of Main Street and Central Avenue where McShan’s
Barber Shop is located was the original Elgin Bank. It was built around 1907.

109 Central Ave.: Next door is a building that remains today as the Hat Creek food
preparation location. For over 30 years, it was the location of Southside Market, which
now is located on Highway 290. The photo was taken in the 1960’s and shows signage
reflecting an old Austin diary company (Superior) and the restaurant’s signature “Elgin
Hot Sausage.” The “swamp cooler” on the porch roof provided the only airconditioning for the market.

201 Central Ave.: On the corner of Avenue C and Central Avenue was the
Bassist Opera House, built in 1906. The first floor housed a clothing and dry
goods store, and the second floor provided a space for entertainment. Later,
the second floor was used a temporary location of the Elgin schools to conduct classes and the names of the students can still be found scrawled on the
walls. The building is now leased to a church and other tenants.

200 Depot Street: What is now Advocacy Inc. on the corner of Avenue C and Depot
Street was the Courier Building. It was built in 1910 by J. O. Smith, who published the
newspaper there until 1945. In the 1960’s, it was used by a company called Weed
Instrument. That company, founded by Jud Moore, was an early computer chip manufacturing enterprise

21 N. Avenue C: What was a “new Elgin Post Office” in 1938 continues to be the Elgin
Post Office. Built in an art deco style, the interior and exterior of the building reflect
the popular architecture of that time. The mural inside the building was part of the
government’s work program during the Depression and represents the agricultural
community that Elgin was and is.

116 Depot Street: The O’Connor Furniture Store—also the Adrian Ford Furniture Store—were successful businesses in Elgin for decades. The building,
located on the corner of Avenue C and Depot Street across from Advocacy,
continues to be a retail establishment, selling appliances, lawn equipment,
and other items.

14 North Main Street: One of the best examples of historical building preservation
can be found on the corner of Main Street and Depot Street. What was called the
Beltran Building had many uses over the years, including a pool hall, a doctor’s office,
and others. Next to it was a dry goods store originally and then was a bar for many
years. Now the refurbished buildings are beautiful office and retail spaces. The upstairs of the dry goods building is a residential area. The City of Elgin contributed
greatly to the restoration of the corner building, and the other building was renovated through the work of one of Elgin’s civic leaders.

100 N. Main Street: Where Edward Jones Investments currently has its business was
Upchurch’s Drug Store from the 1950’s until the 1990’s. Originally, a two-story brick
building was located on the corner, but after a fire, it was destroyed and a modern
structure was erected. The Drug Store housed a first-class gift shop, a pharmacy, and a
soda fountain, where many Elgin children enjoyed sodas and ice cream regularly.

201 N. Main Street: The Elgin Masonic Lodge #328 met on the second
floor of the building at the corner of Main Street and FM ____ from
1923 until 1965. The downstairs was used as a washateria for years and
more recently as the Local Goods restaurant. The upstairs was also
used in the past by Southwestern Bell Telephone for its switchboards
and operators. Now the space is residential, and the building retains its
excellent condition.

112 E. 2nd Street: Now mostly gone is the Grain Elevator and Public Scales. The area
was used by local farmers to weigh their trucks of maize and other grains brought
from the fields to town for sale. This historical site reflects the agricultural nature of
the community.

105 E. 2nd Street: The Owens & Bogart law offices are located on the second floor of
this lovely two-storied brick building that was Miller Furniture Store. Now housing a
piano conservatory and sewing shop, the location’s interesting interior balcony and
wood floors showcased furniture and appliances for decades. In addition, Mr. Miller,
who was also a mortician and owned a funeral home, stored caskets in the upper
floor.

31 N. Main Street: The Elgin Bank—originally located at the corner of
Main Street and Avenue C as we have already seen—was opened as
Elgin National Bank in the 1930’s. The same building continues its use as
a bank and is now operated by Prosperity.

25 North Main St: Next to the bank was a three-storied building that housed Rosner’s Cash Store and the old Elgin Masonic Lodge #328. Originally, it was a twostoried building constructed in 1897. The third story was added later and was used
by the Masonic Lodge from 1902 until 1923. The location now has office space and
houses a general contractor and a company for the Oil & Gas industry.

21 North Main: What is now a parking lot was the location of many hours of entertainment for Elgin citizens. The El-Tex movie theater showed first-run movies for
about 50 years. The advertisement for “Audie Murphy Gunpoint,” the entry, and the
movie posters show the style of the times.

14 Depot Street: Another view of the El-Tex signage can be seen in this photo of Main Street. Taken in the 1950’s, the
photo also shows that Texas Power & Light Company was located on the corner of Main and Depot Square (the public parking lot adjacent to the Depot
Museum) and the street lights.

19-11 Block North Main Street.: The entire block at Main and Depot Square is shown
in this photo. It is dated 1890 and labeled “Elgin Opera House.” All of the buildings
stand today—from one side to what was the City Café to the other side with a redbrick front which was once a saloon.

2 Depot Street: The saloon was owned by Abe Christian and had a lovely bar frequented by local patrons and travelers on
the passenger trains that stopped at Union Depot. On the side of the building is an advertisement for the bar, entitled
“A. Christian Saloon” with a finger pointing to the location.
The building has been used as a bottling plant, a barber shop, a stop for the Greyhound Bus Company traveling from Austin to Houston, and a bed & breakfast hotel from 1997—2007. Restored in the 1990’s, the building is now used as
residential space.

